CHAPTER I

THE  OFFER,  OF THE HEEMITAGE

have now to return to the Legend of Rousseau's
Seven Crimes as set forth in Diderot's " tablettes " ; and
as handed down to posterity in Madame d'Epinay's
Memoirs. Diderot., when stating that Rousseau had been
guilty of seven crimes which alienated all his friends, did
not classify under seven heads the very much larger
number of charges he brought against the " unhappy
Jean Jacques." Taking the " tablets " in hand, we must
try to arrange in some order these confused accusations,
so that their veracity may be tested : and the best plan
will be to accept this division into seven leading
charges, and to examine them as incidents of the Legend
of Jean Jacques* sins against his " old friends."

Thus we have: Two crimes against Madame d'Epinay.
I. He accused her of wishing to sow division between
Madame d'Houdetot and Saint-Lambert, and for this
purpose of having tried by base means to obtain
Madame d'Houdetot's letters to Rousseau, and to use this
information to awaken Saint-Lambert's jealousy. 2. He
refused to accompany Madame d'Epinay to G-eneva;
and justified this selfish ingratitude by an abominable
letter.

Two crimes against Diderot; and two against
Saint-Lambert; all four entangled in the story of an
"atrocious letter" to Saint-Lambert

One crime against Grimm: that he accused Grimm
behind his back of treachery, yet made him the umpire
in his dispute with Madame d'Epinay.

Commencing our examination with Rousseau's
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not fulfil. "When this has been said, all is said. He
